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Welcome CFAC Families

Reflecting on Last Month +
Upcoming Events  

Back-to-School Spotlight
+ Photos

Liturgical Living- 
September

I n  t h i s  I s s u e :
As we get into the rhythm of a new school year, I find myself
reflecting on the blessings and challenges that this year will
hold. In these moments, I often recall a verse my dad prayed
over me every day before school:

"May the Lord bless you and keep you; may the Lord make His
face shine upon you and be gracious to you; may the Lord lift
His countenance upon you and give you peace." – Numbers 6:24-
26

These words serve as a gentle reminder that no matter how busy
or overwhelming our days may get, God's love and grace are
ever-present, guiding us through each moment. As we step into
this new season, I pray that this blessing resonates with you and
your family as well, bringing you peace and confidence in the
path you’ve chosen.

In this edition of our newsletter, we reflect on the summer,
share some wonderful back-to-school photos and stories from
our community, and offer some tips to help you make the most
of the upcoming school year.

Thank you for being a part of our Catholic Family Adventure
Club!

- Janae Spencer
Newsletter Editor

Welcome CFAC Families

NEWSLETTER

Around the Diocese
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Back-to-School Spotlight:

Celebrating Our CFAC Families

A s  w e  k i c k  o f f  a  n e w  s c h o o l  y e a r ,  w e ’ r e  e x c i t e d  t o  h i g h l i g h t  s o m e  i n c r e d i b l e  C F A C
m e m b e r s .  F r o m  s e a s o n e d  h o m e s c h o o l  v e t e r a n s  t o  t h o s e  j u s t  s t a r t i n g  o u t ,  o u r  f a m i l i e s
b r i n g  a  w e a l t h  o f  e x p e r i e n c e ,  c r e a t i v i t y ,  a n d  l o v e  t o  t h e i r  h o m e s c h o o l i n g  j o u r n e y s .
H e r e ' s  a  p e e k  i n t o  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h r e e  f a m i l i e s  w h o  a r e  n a v i g a t i n g  t h e  j o y s  a n d  c h a l l e n g e s
o f  h o m e s c h o o l i n g !

T h e  P i z z o l a t t o  F a m i l y :  3 0  Y e a r s  o f  H o m e s c h o o l i n g  W i s d o m

W h o ’ s  h o m e s c h o o l i n g ?
1  k i d ,  a g e  1 6

H o m e s c h o o l i n g  s i n c e ?
1 9 9 4

T h e i r  s t o r y :

M a r i e  a n d  h e r  f a m i l y  h a v e  b e e n  h o m e s c h o o l i n g  f o r  3 0  y e a r s .  S h e  s t a r t e d
h o m e s c h o o l i n g  h e r  o l d e s t  i n  1 9 9 4  a n d  i s  c u r r e n t l y  h o m e s c h o o l i n g  h e r
y o u n g e s t  w h o  w i l l  f i n i s h  n e x t  J u n e !  

E v e n  b e f o r e  s h e  w a s  m a r r i e d ,  M a r i e  k n e w  s h e  w a n t e d  t o  h o m e s c h o o l  h e r
c h i l d r e n .  M a r i e  r e c a l l s ,  “ C l o s e  f r i e n d s  i n  S o u t h  L o u i s i a n a  s t a r t e d
h o m e s c h o o l i n g  t h e i r  d a u g h t e r  t o  h e l p  c a t c h  u p  o n  r e a d i n g  s k i l l s .  S o o n ,  a l l  o f
t h e  y o u n g  C a t h o l i c  f a m i l i e s  I  k n e w  w e r e  h o m e s c h o o l i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  I
k n e w  i t  w a s  t h e  p a t h  w e  w a n t e d  t o  t a k e . ”

D i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  M a r i e ’ s  g r a n d m o t h e r ,  w h o  w a s  a  t e a c h e r  f o r  3 3  y e a r s ,
f u r t h e r  s o l i d i f i e d  h e r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  p r o v i d i n g  a  h i g h - q u a l i t y ,  w e l l - r o u n d e d ,
a n d  d e v o u t l y  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  “ I  h a d  m a n y  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  m y
g r a n d m o t h e r  a b o u t  w h a t  i t  m e a n s  t o  r a i s e  v i r t u o u s  c h i l d r e n , ”  s h e  s h a r e s .
“ O u r  g o a l  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  t o  r a i s e  o u r  c h i l d r e n  i n  v i r t u e ,  a l l o w i n g  t h e m  t o
l e a r n  a t  t h e i r  o w n  p a c e  w i t h i n  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  t i m e l i n e s s  a n d  e f f o r t ,
k e e p i n g  l e a r n i n g  f u n ,  a n d  e n c o u r a g i n g  t h e i r  G o d - g i v e n  t a l e n t s  a n d
i n t e r e s t s . ”

G u i d e d  b y  t h i s  p h i l o s o p h y ,  t h e  f a m i l y  h a s  e m b r a c e d  t h e  a d v e n t u r e  o f
h o m e s c h o o l i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s .  

W e ’ r e  s o  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  w i s d o m  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e y  a d d  t o  o u r  c o m m u n i t y !
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T h e  R o d r i g u e z  F a m i l y :  N e w  t o  H o m e s c h o o l i n g  a n d  L o v i n g  I t

W h o ’ s  h o m e s c h o o l i n g ?
3  k i d s ,  a g e s  1 0 ,  7 ,  6

H o m e s c h o o l i n g  s i n c e ?
2 0 2 4

T h e i r  s t o r y :
T h e  R o d r i g u e z  f a m i l y  i s  e m b a r k i n g  o n  t h e i r  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  h o m e s c h o o l i n g !
T h e y  h a v e  3  k i d s  a n d  t h e i r  s t o r y  i s  o n e  o f  f a i t h ,  l o v e ,  a n d  a  d e e p  d e s i r e  t o
s p e n d  m o r e  t i m e  t o g e t h e r .  

“ O u r  i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  h o m e s c h o o l i n g  w a s  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  s p e n d  m o r e  q u a l i t y
t i m e  t o g e t h e r  a s  a  f a m i l y  u n i t , ”  t h e y  s h a r e d .  “ W h e n  o u r  k i d s  w e r e  i n
s c h o o l ,  w e  w o u l d  h a r d l y  g e t  t o  s p e n d  a n y  t i m e  t o g e t h e r  a f t e r  c o m p l e t i n g
h o m e w o r k  a n d  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s .  W e  s p e n t  m a y b e  a n  h o u r  t o g e t h e r
i f  w e  w e r e  l u c k y . ”

A s  e d u c a t o r s  t h e m s e l v e s — F r a n k  a s  a  t e a c h e r  a n d  L o r e n a  a s  a  s c h o o l
p s y c h o l o g i s t — t h e  R o d r i g u e z e s   h a v e  s e e n  f i r s t h a n d  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  m a n y
c h i l d r e n  f a c e  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s c h o o l  s y s t e m .  “ W e  h a v e  s e e n  h o w  h a r d  i t
c a n  b e  f o r  k i d s  t o  e x c e l ,  a n d  t h e y  a r e  o f t e n  l e f t  f e e l i n g  i n s e c u r e  a n d  w i t h
l o w  s e l f - e s t e e m  i f  t h e y  d o n ’ t  p r o g r e s s  a t  a  c e r t a i n  l e v e l .  W h e n  t h i s  s t a r t e d
h a p p e n i n g  t o  o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  w e  k n e w  w e  h a d  t o  m a k e  a  c h a n g e . ”

A f t e r  m o n t h s  o f  p r a y e r  a n d  d i s c e r n m e n t ,  t h e  R o d r i g u e z  f a m i l y  t o o k  a  l e a p
o f  f a i t h  a n d  b e g a n  t h e i r  h o m e s c h o o l i n g  j o u r n e y .  “ I t  h a s  b e e n  a n  a d v e n t u r e
s o  f a r ,  a n d  w e  a r e  l e a r n i n g  m o r e  e a c h  d a y  a b o u t  w h a t  o u r  f a m i l y  n e e d s .  I t
h a s  b e e n  a n  a d j u s t m e n t ,  a n d  w e  a r e  p r a y i n g  t h a t  t h i s  n e w  a d v e n t u r e  w i l l
b e  a m a z i n g  a n d  t h a t  o u r  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  l o v e  i t . ”

J o i n i n g  C F A C  h a s  b e e n  a  c r u c i a l  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  t r a n s i t i o n ,  p r o v i d i n g  t h e m
w i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  t h e y  w e r e  s e e k i n g .  “ J o i n i n g  C F A C  h a s
b e e n  s o  h e l p f u l  i n  m e e t i n g  p e o p l e  l i k e  u s  w i t h  s i m i l a r  b e l i e f s .  I t ’ s  s o  n i c e
m e e t i n g  e v e r y o n e  a n d  g e t t i n g  i d e a s  f r o m  o t h e r ,  m o r e  e x p e r i e n c e d  p a r e n t s .
W e  r e a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  s u p p o r t . ”  

W a y  t o  g o ,  R o d r i g u e z  f a m i l y !  W e ’ r e  e x c i t e d  t o  h a v e  y o u  h e r e .  



4

T h e  H e n d r i x  F a m i l y :  B a l a n c i n g  H o m e s c h o o l i n g  w i t h  a  F u l l  H o u s e

W h o ’ s  h o m e s c h o o l i n g ?
6  k i d s ,  a g e s  6 - 1 4

H o m e s c h o o l i n g  s i n c e ?
2 0 2 2

T h e i r  s t o r y :

T h e  H e n d r i x e s  a r e  b a l a n c i n g  s i x  k i d s  a n d  m u l t i p l e  n e e d s  i n  t h e i r
u n e x p e c t e d  h o m e s c h o o l i n g  j o u r n e y .  A l t h o u g h  t h e y  n e v e r  p l a n n e d  t o
h o m e s c h o o l ,  t h e i r  h o m e s c h o o l i n g  j o u r n e y  b e g a n  t w o  y e a r s  a g o  w h e n
t h e y  p u l l e d  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  o u t  o f  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l .  W i t h  t h r e e  k i d s  w i t h
s p e c i a l  l e a r n i n g  n e e d s  a n d  a  c o n v e r s i o n  t o  C a t h o l i c i s m  o n  t h e  h o r i z o n ,
t h e y  f e l t  G o d  n u d g i n g  t h e m  t o w a r d s  h o m e s c h o o l i n g .  

L i z  s h a r e s ,  “ T o  b e  h o n e s t ,  h o m e s c h o o l i n g  w a s n ’ t  s o m e t h i n g  w e  p l a n n e d
f o r .  I t  f e l t  m o r e  l i k e  G o d  t h r u s t  u s  i n t o  i t — a  s u r p r i s e ,  b u t  a  w o n d e r f u l
o n e !  A n d  l e t  m e  t e l l  y o u ,  w e  h a v e  a b s o l u t e l y  z e r o  r e g r e t s ! ”  

T h e  s h i f t  t o  h o m e s c h o o l i n g  h a s  b e e n  b o t h  r e w a r d i n g  a n d  c h a l l e n g i n g .
“ B a l a n c i n g  s i x  k i d s ,  a l l  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  n e e d s ,  a b i l i t i e s ,  a n d  g r a d e s ?  I t ’ s
n o t  a  w a l k  i n  t h e  p a r k , ”  L i z  a d m i t s .  

Y e t ,  t h e  r e w a r d s  h a v e  b e e n  i m m e n s e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  b o n d  i t  h a s
f o s t e r e d  w i t h i n  t h e i r  f a m i l y .  “ O u r  f a m i l y  h a s  t r u l y  g r o w n  c l o s e r  s i n c e  w e
s t a r t e d  h o m e s c h o o l i n g .  T h e  c h a l l e n g e s  a r e  p l e n t y ,  b u t  G o d ’ s  b l e s s i n g s
f l o w  e v e n  m o r e ” .

T h e i r  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  C a t h o l i c  F a m i l y  A d v e n t u r e  C l u b  h a s  b e e n  a  v i t a l
p a r t  o f  t h e i r  j o u r n e y .  “ B e i n g  p a r t  o f  C F A C  t h i s  p a s t  y e a r  h a s  m a d e  s u c h  a
d i f f e r e n c e  f o r  u s .  I t  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  C a t h o l i c  c o m m u n i t y  w h e r e  w e  f e l t
t r u l y  w e l c o m e d  a n d  l o v e d ,  e v e n  w h e n  w e  w e r e  s t i l l  f i n d i n g  o u r  w a y  i n t o
t h e  C h u r c h .  W e  h a v e n ’ t  f o u n d  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  l i k e  i t , ”  L i z  s h a r e s .  

T h i s  s e n s e  o f  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  s h o w n  t h e m  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s a l
C h u r c h — C a t h o l i c  f a m i l i e s  c o m i n g  t o g e t h e r  f r o m  a l l  c o r n e r s  o f  t h e
d i o c e s e .  

W e ’ r e  s o  g l a d  t o  h a v e  t h e  H e n d r i x  f a m i l y  a s  p a r t  o f  C F A C !
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W e  a s k e d  o u r  C F A C  f a m i l i e s  t o  s h a r e  t h e i r  f i r s t  d a y  o f  s c h o o l  p h o t o s ,  a n d  t h e
r e s p o n s e s  w e r e  h e a r t w a r m i n g !  C h e c k  o u t  t h e s e  e x c i t e d  a n d  s m i l i n g  f a c e s .

First Day of School Photos
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H o m e s c h o o l  B l e s s i n g  M a s s - J o i n  u s  a s  w e  w e l c o m e  t h e  e n t i r e  C a t h o l i c
c o m m u n i t y  t o  t h e  A n n u a l  H o m e s c h o o l  C o m m u n i t y  M a s s  +  p o t l u c k .

Q u e s t  M e e t i n g -  C a l l i n g  a l l  1 0 - 1 4 y r  o l d s .  J o i n  u s  f o r  a  s h o r t  d i s c u s s i o n  o n  h o w
t o  b e  v i r t u o u s ,  l i v i n g  o u t  t h e  G i f t s  o f  t h e  S p i r i t  a n d  t h e  F r u i t  o f  t h e  S p i r i t  a s
w e l l  a s  g a m e s  a n d  s n a c k s .  

M o n t h l y  M a s s -  D o n ’ t  m i s s  o u r  m o n t h l y  m a s s  f o l l o w e d  b y  a  p i c n i c  a t  t h e  p a r k .  

V o y a g e s  M e e t i n g -  1 4 - 1 8  y e a r  o l d s  j o i n  u s  f o r  f u n ,  f o o d ,  a n d  f e l l o w s h i p  t o  b e
f o l l o w e d  b y  g u e s t  s p e a k e r  F a t h e r  S t e v e n  C h a b a r r i a ,  w h o  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a n
i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  o u r  t h e m e  f o r  t h e  y e a r .

M o m ’ s  M o r n i n g  O u t - C o m e  e n j o y  d e l i c i o u s  t r e a t s ,  g o o d  c o f f e e  a n d  s t i m u l a t i n g
c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  w h i l e  t a k i n g  a  b r e a k  f r o m  e v e r y d a y  l i f e .

C o o k i e  B a k i n g -  T w e e n s  &  T e e n s ,  c o m e  b a k e  c o o k i e s  f o r  t h e  l o c a l  F i r e  &  P o l i c e
D e p a r t m e n t .  T r y  t o  n o t  e a t  o n e !

Reflecting on August
August was a month of full of fellowship, celebrations, and meeting
our new CFAC families! We kicked off the month with our annual
member meeting, celebrated the Feast of the Assumption, and
explored the Broadcast Museum on a fun field trip. The Tween and
Teen Socials and our “Sundaes on Sunday” event were perfect
ways to end the month and get to know each other better.

Thank you to everyone who participated and made these events
memorable. We hope you all had as much fun as we did!

Upcoming CFAC Events
Get ready for a busy September with exciting events for everyone! 

M e m b e r s  c a n  v i e w  m o r e  d e t a i l s ,  R S V P  f o r  e v e n t s ,  a n d  s e e  t h e  f u l l  c a l e n d a r  i n
t h e  m e m b e r  p o r t a l .  
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Download phone wallpaper

Liturgical Living Corner: September

S t .  T e r e s a  o f  C a l c u t t a

I m a g e  c o u r t e s y  o f  S t .  M a r g a r e t  M a r y

T h e  f e a s t  o f  S a i n t  T e r e s a  o f  C a l c u t t a  i s  c e l e b r a t e d  e a c h
y e a r  o n  S e p t e m b e r  5 t h .  F o r m e r l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  M o t h e r
T e r e s a ,  S a i n t  T e r e s a  o f  C a l c u t t a  i s  m o s t  k n o w n  f o r  h e r
s e l f l e s s  a c t s  o f  k i n d n e s s  a n d  h e r  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  h e l p i n g
t h e  p o o r .  

S I M P L E  W A Y  T O  C E L E B R A T E :

M a k e  B l e s s i n g  B a g s
 

B a g s  f o r  s o m e o n e  i n  n e e d .  U s e  a  g a l l o n - s i z e  b a g  t o
i n c l u d e  t h i n g s  l i k e  s o c k s ,  b a n d a g e s ,  t o o t h b r u s h e s ,
t o o t h  p a s t e ,  i n d i v i d u a l  s n a c k s ,  w a t e r  b o t t l e s ,
s u n s c r e e n ,  a n d  o t h e r  t r a v e l  s i z e  t o i l e t r i e s .   
K e e p  t h e m  i n  y o u r  c a r  t o  s p o n t a n e o u s l y  h a n d  o u t  w h e n
y o u  s e e  a  n e e d

D e c o r a t e  P e n c i l s

S a i n t  T e r e s a  o f  C a l c u t t a  o n c e  s a i d ,  " I  a m  l i k e  a  l i t t l e
p e n c i l  i n  h i s  h a n d .  H e  d o e s  t h e  t h i n k i n g .  H e  d o e s  t h e
w r i t i n g .  T h e  p e n c i l  h a s  n o t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  i t . "  

U s e  t h i s  a s  i n s p i r a t i o n  t o  d e c o r a t e  p e n c i l s  u s i n g  w a s h i
t a p e  a n d / o r  s t i c k e r s .  D i s c u s s  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e
q u o t e  a b o v e  w i t h  y o u r  k i d s !

W e b  L i n k s  t o

m o r e !  

I d e a s  f r o m  B e  A  H e a r t  D e s i g n

https://www.catholicfamilyadventureclub.com/septemberphone
https://beaheart.com/blogs/recent/simple-ways-to-celebrate-saint-teresa-of-calcutta?_pos=1&_sid=af2f00bb9&_ss=r
https://www.neathousesweethome.com/a-blessing-bag-for-the-homeless/?utm_source=pinterest&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=social-pug
https://stmargaretmary.org/st-theresa-of-calcutta/
https://beaheart.com/blogs/recent/simple-ways-to-celebrate-saint-teresa-of-calcutta?_pos=1&_sid=af2f00bb9&_ss=r
https://beaheart.com/blogs/recent/simple-ways-to-celebrate-saint-teresa-of-calcutta?_pos=1&_sid=af2f00bb9&_ss=r
https://beaheart.com/blogs/recent/simple-ways-to-celebrate-saint-teresa-of-calcutta?_pos=1&_sid=af2f00bb9&_ss=r


The Seven Sorrows of Mary

September

The Prophecy of Simeon (Luke 2:34-35)

The Flight into Egypt (Matthew 2:13-21)

The Loss of Jesus for Three Days (Luke 2:41-50)

The Carrying of the Cross (John 19:17)

 The Crucifixion of Jesus (John 19:18-30)

Jesus Taken Down from the Cross (John 19:39-40)

 Jesus Laid in the Tomb (John 19:39-42)

“Turn your eyes incessantly to the Blessed Virgin; she, who is the Mother of Sorrows and also the
Mother of Consolation, can understand you completely and help you. Looking to her, praying to
her, you will obtain that your tedium will become serenity, your anguish change into hope, and

your grief into love.”- St.Pope JPII 
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Around the Diocese

http://www.sanctityoflifetyler.org/2024-bioethics.html


FEED MY LAMBS

“Whatever you did for one of these least
brothers of mine, you did for me.”
Matthew 25:40

 HOMESCHOOL FAMILY VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY

THIRD WEDNESDAY OF EVERY MONTH
CATHEDRAL CENTER
10:30AM-12:30PM

HTTPS://WWW.SIGNUPGENIUS.COM
/GO/8050F49A4AC2DA57-

50699369-HOMESCHOOL#/

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050F49A4AC2DA57-50699369-homeschool#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050F49A4AC2DA57-50699369-homeschool#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050F49A4AC2DA57-50699369-homeschool#/


 

HELP SAVE LIVES IN 

40daysforlife.com/Tyler 

! Tyler

You can protect mothers and children by joining
this worldwide mobilization to pray and fast for
an end to abortion! 

Through prayer and fasting, peaceful vigils and 
community outreach, 40 Days for Life has 
inspired 1,000,000+ volunteers! 

With God’s help, here are the proven results in 
30 coordinated campaigns: 

Here’s how to take part in 40 Days for Life in
our community: 

•
•
• 

Over
Over
Over

 saved from abortion 
workers converted
centers closed 

Vigil location: Across the street from
Planned Parenthood located at 601
Turtle Creek Dr. in Tyler, Tx. 75701 

Vigil hours: (7 am to 7 pm daily) 

Local contact: Lars Gustafson,
Tyler40DaysForLife@gmail.com, 

281-782-6292 

Learn more … get involved … and sign 
up for prayer times by visiting our campaign
at the web address shown below! 

 20,000 babies
 200 abortion  
100 abortion

http://www.40daysforlife.com/cityname
mailto:Tyler40DaysForLife@gmail.com
mailto:Tyler40DaysForLife@gmail.com

